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tines than by remaining at home. So they assembled together on the
Quirinal HilL in all 806 men, besides their clients and followers, and they
passed under the Capitol, and went out of the city by the right-hand arcli
of the Carmental gate. They then crossed the liber, and marked out a
place on the little river Cremera, which flows into the Tiber below Veii.
Here they fortified a camp, and sallied forth to ravage the lands of the
Veientines and drive their cattle.

So they stood between Rome and Veii for more than a year's time, and
the Romans had peace on that side, whereas the Veientines suffered greatly.
But there was a certain day, the Ides of February, which was always held
sacred by the Fabii, when they offered solemn sacrifices on the Quirinal Hill,
to the gods of their gens. On this day, Cseso their chief led them forth for
Rome; and the Veientines, hearing of It, laid an ambush for them, and they
were all cut off. And the plebeians greatly mourned the loss of their patri-
cian mends, and Menenius, the consul, who was encamped near at hand, but
did not assist them, was accused by the tribunes of treacherously betraying
-them, as has been above recorded.

But one young Fabius, who was then a boy, was left behind at Rome
when the rest of his gens went forth to settle on the Cremera, And he (so
it was said) was the father of the Fabii who were afterwards so famous in
the history of Rome. After this, it is said, the men of Veii asked and
obtained a peace of forty years.c
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